EACLIPSE Meeting

March 28, 2008
1. On April 24 & 25 is EACLIPSE socioeconomic meeting with Yanda & Maitima here at MSU:  
a. Tom & Edna coming here the afternoon of April 24 and whole day Friday, maybe can meet also Sat morning. 
b. Tom will come here with draft s-e field data collection methodology including focus group meeting questions/ agendas, timelines.  

c. Jenny will send email to Phil & Mario about their needs for s-e data including hh questionnaires (done).  Phil will be at MSU on April 21 & 22, Monday & Tuesday. We could add questions to the instrument about other issues (eg changing land management)
2. Fieldwork

a. Transect sites & sampling strategy:  probably 3-4 weeks of fieldwork in each site. Need to develop draft fieldwork schedule (see accompanying doc).
b. Need to have RS maps ready by May for fieldwork.  

3. Simanjiro land issues and associations of prior research with wildlife conservation.  Our meetings could bring land issues to surface, conflicts.  So have separate meetings with different groups? Would we be associated with conservationists? Ask Yanda.
4. Research clearance: JMO will ask Yanda. 
5. Kajiado area: same issues of being associated with wildlife conservation?  What are the effects of the recent political events? Could do fieldwork soon?
6. Isiolo / Laikipia might be still tense, there is movement of internally displaced from L into I.
7. Gufu Oba:  need to talk to him about linking his veg data to the RS work – involvement in Mt Kenya fieldwork?  At least involve him in ecological fieldwork methodology.

8. Fieldwork schedule:  

a. Workshop in Arusha in late May

b. aim for Simanjiro and Kajiado this summer, and 

c. Mt. Kenya at end of year.  

9.  Research clearance: can ILRI cover us?  Give us letters of introduction for district officers? Jenny will ask Ogutu.
10. Qi: ask him if we can hire Carolina to help with MODIS, analysis of changing seasonality. Also ask Qi ask about rangelands & Century, about the RS activities including LUC, database development, meeting on Monday.  
11. Gopal:  checking out the use of Century. The improved version that the CSU people are working with, and that they are willing to share with us, is 4.5. Gopal has downloaded 4.5. Also he has looked at Prairie LTR site (Kansas) looking at effects of burning & bison grazing effects on vegetation. They have looked at various grass species.  Gopal will look the characteristics & parameters of the grass spp, will work with Maitima to see how East Africa grass characteristics compare. Trees: will need to examine as well.

12. Lindsay is working on database, as sent most recent excel sheet.

13. Sarah has spoken with Ashton about how to import imagery data directly into Matlab & R.

14. Dong-Yun: her RA, Jennifer, has been looking at station data for drought trends. Matthew RA: also looking at drought, trying out different models to id patterns and the onset.  She has looked at Funk’s website & methods. Chris Funk (Geog, U CA Santa Barbara) has written a bk chapter & may be willing to share; Jenny will ask him.  

15. David suggests we look at the most recent World Bank Environment Matters magazine which is on impacts of climate change. It uses Agers’ categories of vulnerability, resilience, adaptation etc, which seems to have become the linga of climate change, and we should also adopt that language.
